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FACTSHEET
Approvals Process

ENVIRONMENTAL

Saint Elmo Project
September 2018

EPIC Environmental (Epic) are working
with Multicom Resources Limited
(Multicom) on the approvals process for
the Saint Elmo Project

ABOUT THE PROJECT

across the range of matters relevant for the project.

The Saint Elmo Project is 100% owned by Multicom
and is situated 25km east of Julia Creek in
Queensland’s North West Minerals Province, with
first production of Vanadium Pentoxide (V2O5)
targeted for early 2021. Multicom was granted the
tenement (EPM number 26410) on 9 February 2017.
A subsequent mining lease application (MLA
100162) was lodged on 27 October 2017.

The purpose of the EIS is to describe the existing
environmental values of the Project area, the
potential impacts of the Project and the ways of
avoiding, mitigating or offsetting impacts. The EIS
will be lodged for assessment and will be released
for public comment during this assessment period,
which is anticipated to occur in late 2018.

Multicom is currently progressing the permitting,
approval and development of its Saint Elmo Project.
It has lodged the Mining Lease Application, is well
advanced on an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) and is progressing with a Pre-Feasibility Study.
Once the Project is fully developed, the initial target
production is 10,000 tonnes of V2O5 per annum, with
the possibility of scaling up to 30,000 tonnes, subject
to market conditions over a mine life of up to 30
years. This would require strip mining of up to
20million tonnes of material per year (run of mine),
within the 8,882 hectare area covered by Mining
Lease Application 100162.

Following a period of public consultation earlier in
2018, the Final Terms of Reference (ToR) for the
EIS were approved by the Department of
Environment and Science on 21 June 2018 and are
available
from:
https://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/management/impactassessment/eis-processes/saint-elmo-vanadiumproject.html.

Studies that are complete or nearing completion
include:
•

Ecology,

•

Land,

•

Surface Water,

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

•

Groundwater,

Multicom, with its environmental consulting partner
Epic, is developing a comprehensive EIS. The EIS is
the overarching approvals document that will
address critical matters across State and
Commonwealth legislation, as well as providing
opportunities for public comment.

•

Traffic and Transport,

•

Cultural Heritage,

•

Air Quality (including Greenhouse Gases),

•

Social and Economic, and

•

Noise and Vibration.

Supporting Epic is a team of highly experienced
technical consultants with demonstrated experience

CONSULTATION
Engagement within the McKinlay Shire, where the
proposed Project will be located, has commenced.
Collectively we will be establishing a suitable social
framework in which Multicom integrate its operations
and employees with the existing community.
Multicom and Epic are talking to members of the
community now, before the release of the EIS later
in 2018, to understand any concerns you may have
about the project. This is to ensure these can be
addressed where possible. Stakeholder events will
also be held throughout the EIS process.

The key steps in the approvals process are:
1. Publication of Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) (including the Social Impact Assessment)
expected later in 2018;
2. Public notification of the EIS, consultation and
opportunity to comment;
3. Multicom to respond to submissions on the EIS;
4. EIS Assessment Report;
5. Construction expected to commence later in
2019; and
6. Operations expected to commence from 2021.

Stakeholders are encouraged to participate to
ensure that your views, concerns and opinions are
heard. Information will be provided by newsletters,
through the website, letters, emails, community
meetings and one on one discussions. We welcome
your feedback and questions.

Further information
If you would like to register as an interested stakeholder
please:
•

send
your
contact
details
saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au ; or
•

to

call us on 1800 270 844.

For
more
information
on
this
project
https://www.mcres.com.au/saint-elmo-project

see

FACTSHEET
FAQ #1

ENVIRONMENTAL

Saint Elmo Project
September 2018

EPIC Environmental (Epic) are working
with Multicom Resources Limited
(Multicom) on the approvals process for
the Saint Elmo Project

1.

WHO IS MULTICOM?

Multicom Resources Limited (Multicom) is a Queensland
based exploration and mining company focused on the
discovery and exploration of world class mineral deposits,
including the Saint Elmo Project. Multicom is committed to
the development of high quality, low cost resource
projects focused on growth through the long-term,
sustainable extraction of ‘multiple commodities’ and
through innovative entries into new markets. With the
Saint Elmo Project, Multicom is seeking to capitalise on
the increasing global demand for lighter weight and higher
strength steels as well as an increasing global demand for
renewable and reliable energy, making vanadium a
valuable resource.

2.

WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE PROPOSED
SAINT ELMO PROJECT?

The Project will involving strip mining up to 20 Mt per year
where the mining panels would be sequentially backfilled
and rehabilitated. There is no drill or blast required due to
the sedimentary nature of the Saint Elmo deposit.
The maximum depth of resource is estimated to be 20
metres (15 meters on average) resulting in a shallow
mining operation, which has the potential to provide safe,
reliable and consistent mining techniques and production
rates. It is understood that the groundwater is
approximately 350m below the ground surface, therefore,
the proposed mine depth will be well clear of the water
table.
The beneficiation circuit is a very simple circuit comprising
an ore feeder, combined scrubber and trommel screen,
screening, cyclone sizing and thickening. The process
plant will use proven technology which includes a
pressure/temperature leach followed by the traditional
vanadium pentoxide recovery process including solvent
extraction, de-silication, ammonium metavanadate (AMV)
precipitation and de-ammoniation.

3.

WHAT ARE THE KEY STEPS IN THE
PROJECT
PROCESS,
INCLUDING
APPROVALS?

The key steps are:
1. Publication of Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) (including the Social Impact Assessment) expected
later in 2018;
2. Public notification of the EIS, consultation and
opportunity to comment;
3. Multicom to respond to submissions on the EIS;
4. EIS Assessment Report;
5. Construction expected to commence later in 2019;
6. Operations expected to commence from 2021.

4.

WILL I BE ABLE TO SEE THE SITE FROM
THE ROAD?

The Saint Elmo Homestead, located 5 km from the centre
of the mining lease is the closest homestead to the
Project. The most significant vantage point is the Flinders
Highway; however this will be formally assessed as part
of the EIS process.

5.

WILL THERE BE A LOT OF DUST AND
NOISE?

Earthworks and vehicle traffic associated with mining can
generate dust, especially during dry weather. The moving
nature of the proposed earthworks means that any one
block of vegetation will only be exposed to significant
levels of dust for a short period. Impacts from noise will
be mitigated by adhering to sound construction principles
as well as managing the activity appropriately. The
mining type means it will not require blasting.
Additional studies have been undertaken to assess
potential noise, vibration, dust and air quality (including
odour) issues and to develop mitigation strategies
particularly given the proximity of the Project to the Julia
Creek township. Further information will be available on
this as part of the EIS.

6.

Operations staff will be encouraged to reside locally in
Julia Creek. It is also likely that there would be benefits
to supply chains and flow on impacts for service hubs
across the north-west region including Mount Isa and
Cloncurry.

WILL THERE BE AIR EMISSIONS FROM THE
PROCESSING PLANT?

The processing plant for vanadium is not like a refinery or
smelter. However, additional studies have been
undertaken to assess potential noise, vibration, dust and
air quality (including odour) issues and to develop
mitigation strategies particularly given the proximity of the
Project to the Julia Creek township. Further information
will be available on this as part of the EIS.

7.

10. WILL THERE BE A FIFO WORKFORCE
USED?
While Multicom will target local employment, additional
workers may be required, particularly during construction.
The use of any required Fly-in Fly-out (FIFO) and Drivein Drive-out (DIDO) workers will likely utilise either the
Julia Creek, Cloncurry or the Mount Isa Airports before
transiting via road to site.

WILL THE MINE HAVE AN IMPACT ON
GROUND WATER?

The maximum depth of resource is estimated to be 20
metres (15 meters on average) resulting in a shallow
mining operation, which has the potential to provide safe,
reliable and consistent mining techniques and production
rates. It is understood that groundwater is approximately
350m below the ground surface, therefore, the proposed
mine depth will be well clear of the water table.

The mine location is approximately 25 km east of Julia
Creek. A number of accommodation alternatives will be
considered including accommodation villages and
housing, taking into account responsible safe post-work
travel distances.

As part of the EIS, further studies will be undertaken to
increase the understanding of the local and regional
groundwater systems, as this is a vital resource.

8.

WHAT WILL BE THE IMPACT ON THE ROAD
NETWORK?

All phases of the Project including construction, operation
and decommissioning, will require the use of local and
state roads, to access the site. An increase in the volume
of traffic will be generated from the mining activity and the
impacts of this are currently being assessed as part of the
EIS.

9.

WILL THERE BE JOBS FOR LOCALS AND
HOW DO I GET ONE?

Initial estimates suggest that there will be more than 150
ongoing operational jobs for the life of the Project. In
addition, there will be an estimated 250 construction jobs.
These estimates will be considered and refined during the
EIS process.
Multicom will target local employment, engagement and
spending as a priority with a view to sustainably
developing and growing the local workforce and
businesses. The processes on how to apply for jobs
during both construction and operations will be shared
with stakeholders including the local community, as the
Project moves closer to these phases.
The proximity to Julia Creek will facilitate benefits for the
township from the stimulus to local businesses and other
indirect flow on of economic activity. Multicom has been
working with the Queensland Department of State
Development to provide information to local businesses
about how small businesses can be involved in the Project
in the future.

Further information
If you would like to register as an interested stakeholder
please:
•

send
your
contact
details
saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au ; or

•

call us on 1800 270 844.
For
more
information
on
this
project
https://www.mcres.com.au/saint-elmo-project

to

see

FACTSHEET
Newsletter #1

ENVIRONMENTAL

Saint Elmo Project
September 2018

EPIC Environmental (Epic) are working
with Multicom Resources Limited
(Multicom) on the approvals process for
the Saint Elmo Project

The Saint Elmo Project is 100% owned by Multicom and is situated 25km east of Julia Creek in Queensland’s
North West Minerals Province, with first production of Vanadium Pentoxide targeted for early 2021. Multicom
is currently progressing the permitting, approval and development of its Saint Elmo Project. It has lodged the
Mining Lease Application, is well advanced on an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and is progressing
with a Pre-Feasibility Study.

ABOUT THE SAINT ELMO PROJECT
The Project area has been historically used for cattle
grazing on unimproved pastures. The area is
dominated by black soil plains characteristic of the
Mitchell Grass Downs Bioregion.

The recovery of vanadium from the Project area is
based on a number of key attributes, which sets it
apart from traditional, hard-rock vanadium mines.
•

The sedimentary nature of the deposit will mean
it does not require any drill or blast to assist with
excavation (with both ore and waste being freedig material).

•

During the early years of mining, the mine plan
will target the outcropping coquina and shale
(unoxidised) deposits, limiting the volume of
overburden that is required to be mined,
resulting in a low strip ratio.

•

The maximum depth of resource is estimated to
be 20 metres (15 meters on average) resulting
in a shallow mining operation, which has the
potential to provide safe, reliable and consistent
mining techniques and production rates; and
reduce the risk of encountering ground water.

•

Following strip mining, the panels would be
sequentially backfilled and rehabilitated.

•

The beneficiation circuit is a very simple circuit
comprising a ROM feeder, combined scrubber
and trommel screen, screening, cyclone sizing
and thickening.

developing and growing the local workforce and
businesses. This will extend across the north west
region of Queensland to reflect the long term
strategy for Multicom to grow its business in this
region.

The Project will use proven processing technology
which includes a pressure/temperature leach
followed by the traditional vanadium pentoxide
recovery process including solvent extraction, desilication,
ammonium
metavanadate
(AMV)
precipitation and de-ammoniation.

Stakeholders are encouraged to participate to
ensure that your views, concerns and opinions are
heard. Information will be provided by newsletters,
through the website, letters, emails, community
meetings and one on one discussions. We welcome
your feedback and questions.

Once the Project is fully developed, the initial target
production is 10,000 tonnes of V2O5 per annum, with
the possibility of scaling up to 30,000 tonnes, subject
to market conditions over a mine life of up to 30
years. This would require strip mining of 20 million
tonnes of material per year (run of mine), within the
8,882 hectare area covered by Mining Lease
Application 100162.

You are Invited
Wednesday 19 September 2018

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

4:00 – 6:00 pm

Multicom, with its environmental consulting partner
Epic, is developing a comprehensive Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS). Engagement within the
McKinlay Shire, where the proposed Project will be
located, has commenced. Collectively we will be
establishing a suitable social framework in which
Multicom integrates its operations and employees
with the existing community.
Multicom and Epic are currently talking to members
of the community, prior to the release of the EIS later
this year. This is to understand any concerns that
you may have about the Project, so that these can
be addressed where possible. There are a number
of opportunities through the approvals process for
the community to be involved where it is possible to
provide feedback. Stakeholder events will also be
held throughout the EIS process, when it is available
for public comment.
As part of this process, Multicom and Epic will be
holding a public information session on Wednesday
19 September, 2018 in Julia Creek. Any interested
member of the community is invited to attend to
learn more about the proposed Saint Elmo Project
and have the opportunity to provide feedback and
ask questions.
The Project is designed to include initiatives that
result in community benefits, environmental
enhancements and the efficient use of water, power
and reagents from the development phase.
Multicom will target local employment, engagement
and spending as a priority with a view to sustainably

Light refreshments provided
Julia Creek Civic Centre
29 Burke St, Julia Creek, 4823
Further information
If you would like to register as an interested stakeholder
please:
•

send your contact details to
saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au ; or
•

call us on 1800 270 844.

For more information on this project see
https://www.mcres.com.au/saint-elmo-project

FACTSHEET
Baseline Studies

ENVIRONMENTAL

Saint Elmo Project
October 2018

EPIC Environmental (Epic) are working with Multicom
Resources Limited (Multicom) on collecting baseline
data for the Saint Elmo Project.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Multicom Resources Ltd (Multicom) with its
environmental
consulting
partner
Epic
Environmental
(Epic),
are
developing
a
comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS). The EIS is the overarching approvals
document that will address critical matters across
State and Commonwealth legislation, as well as
providing opportunities for public comment.
The purpose of the EIS is to:
•

describe the existing environmental values of the
Project area,

•

the potential impacts of the Project, and

•

ways of
impacts.

avoiding, mitigating or

offsetting

BASELINE ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
Epic is made up of a team of scientists and
engineers with demonstrated experience in the
collection
and
interpretation
of
baseline
environmental data for impact assessments.
In order to understand impacts to environmental
values, it is important to understand the baseline or
existing state of the environment. Baseline data has
been collected for the following environmental
values:
•

Ecology,

•

Surface water,

•

Groundwater,

•

Air quality (dust), and

•

Noise.

Baseline monitoring generates data that allows Epic
and the government to observe seasonal trends and
variations. These are used to inform conditions that
will be imposed on the Project given Commonwealth
and State approval.
ECOLOGY
Epic have undertaken three ecological surveys since
2017 to assess the ecological values (flora and
fauna) of the Project site and generate a baseline list
of species.
These surveys have involved trapping for small
mammals, bird surveys, vegetation studies and
targeted searches for both the Julia Creek Dunnart
and Star Finch.
•

Despite suitable habitat being present, no
Dunnart were found during the survey.

•

Suitable habitat for Star Finch does not occur
within the Project mine lease boundary.

Understanding the habitat values of the Project site
is important to inform what impact the Project may
have on habitat connectivity and fragmentation,
species populations and biodiversity in general.

Figure 1. Epic staff checking funnel traps for small
mammals and reptiles

SURFACE WATER
There are very limited surface water features
available within the Project area. Therefore, it is
important to obtain a baseline dataset of physiochemical and biological data for the receiving
environment surrounding the Project.
Epic have been collecting water samples from
upstream and downstream locations along:
•

Flinders River,

•

Julia Creek,

•

Spellary Creek,

•

Alick Creek, and

•

A dam located within the Project area.

chemical parameters of groundwater that may be
impacted by the Project.
AIR QUALITY (DUST)
Air quality monitoring stations have been
established at four homesteads surrounding the
Project. Homesteads are selected as they represent
the most sensitive potential receptors.
The air quality monitoring stations, known as dust
deposition stations, consist of a large stand (around
1.8 m) with a glass jar and funnel positioned on top.
Suspended particles (dust) in the air fall onto the
funnel, then into the jars.

These samples have been analysed by an
independent, accredited laboratory. The results will
be used to inform the EIS and assist with the
determination of potential environmental impacts to
surface water.
Figure 4. Changing a dust jar

Figure 2. Surface water sampling during the wet
season

GROUNDWATER
Five groundwater monitoring bores (around 20
meters below surface) have been installed across
the Project area. The mining operation is relatively
shallow with a maximum depth of about 20 meters.

The contents of the jars have then been analysed by
an independent, accredited laboratory. These
bottles are changed every month and the contents
analysed to create a baseline dataset of seasonal
variation in dust generation. In addition, an air quality
monitoring machine that continuously measures air
born particles and wind direction has been active on
the Project site since June 2018.
The results will be used to inform dust management
strategies needed through the construction,
operation and decommissioning phases.
NOISE
Noise logging devices were also deployed at the four
homesteads to monitor existing background noise
levels within and around the Project.

Further information
If you would like further information on the Project, please:
Figure 3. Sampling a groundwater monitoring bore

Currently, only one bore has provided water
samples, demonstrating the lack of groundwater at
the mine depth. The monitoring bores are sampled
every month to obtain a baseline dataset of physio-

•

Email saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au ; or

•

Freecall 1800 270 844; or

•

Visit https://www.mcres.com.au/saint-elmo-project

FACTSHEET
Newsletter #2

ENVIRONMENTAL

Saint Elmo Project
November 2018

EPIC Environmental (Epic) are working with
Multicom Resources Limited (Multicom) on the
approvals process for the Saint Elmo Project,
including the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
PROJECT UPDATE

OCTOBER BASELINE MONITORING

Multicom acknowledges that the Great Artesian Basin
(GAB) is a valuable regional asset. Following feedback
gathered during community consultation in September
2018, Multicom will not be relying on the GAB alone to
supply water for the project and have initiated further
water related studies to ensure that water
requirements for the Saint Elmo Project are sourced in
a sustainable and integrated manner.

Baseline monitoring was carried out in late October
and early November. This completed the planned
baseline monitoring for 2018 for dust and water.

Because of this, the following approach is being
undertaken:
•

Epic Environmental is currently undertaking a
water supply strategy to understand alternate
sources of water including current or proposed
water sources in the region;

•

The water strategy will also consider options which
may have broader potential benefits to Julia Creek
and surrounding communities; and

•

Multicom’s engineering team is assessing the
processing options to improve the efficiencies of
water use where possible.

These further studies have caused a slight delay on the
project. While this delay is only a few weeks, it does
impact on the community consultation events planned
for late November 2018.
Given upcoming school and Christmas holidays, when
we know many of you will be enjoying a much-needed
break, our next round of planned community
consultation events will occur in early 2019.
During this time, we will continue to send out updates
as well as being available to answer any questions by
phone or email.

Figure 1. Dust Monitoring, October 2018

Figure 2. Water Monitoring, Flinders River Picnic
Area, October 2018
Ecology surveys were also carried out to see if any
additional species could be identified on site, at a
different time of year. One air quality logger is still in
place and will remain for a further 6 months.
Additional studies will be undertaken in 2019, to
continue to build the baseline profile for the Project
area. For further background information on baseline
monitoring see the “Factsheet - Baseline Studies”
(https://www.mcres.com.au/latest-news).

WHAT IS THE GABORA PLAN AND HOW DOES IT
AFFECT THE SAINT ELMO PROJECT?
Use of water from the Great Artesian Basin (GAB) is
governed by the Queensland Water Act (2000). Under
this Act there is a specific plan – the Water Plan (Great
Artesian Basin and Other Regional Aquifers) 2017 also
known as the GABORA Plan which covers much of
Queensland (Figure 3).
All landholders must apply for a licence or permit to
take water from the Queensland Great Artesian Basin
(GAB), unless the water is for one of a limited number
of activities not requiring authorisation. There are
different licences for stock and domestic use, irrigation
and other uses, with special provisions applying to the
mining and resources industry.

EIS PROGRESS
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is nearing
finalisation, pending the outcomes of the updated water
and engineering studies. Draft reports from our technical
experts have been received and reviewed. These range
from air quality to economic impact, to traffic management
and climate.
Each of these technical reports has been summarised
into a chapter, which shows the potential impacts of the
project and how these have been mitigated. This is
matched against the Terms of Reference for the
project,
as
provided
by
the
Government
(https://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/management/impactassessment/eis-processes/documents/saint-elmofinal-tor.pdf).
The final EIS will include:
•

An executive summary;

•

Summary chapters plus associated technical
reports and appendices.

Once complete, this will be submitted to the
Government who will assess it against the Terms of
Reference, before it is publicly released.
When it is publicly released we will also be releasing a
number of summary documents and factsheets, which
will summarise the key issues. Both Epic and Multicom
will also be available as part of planned engagement in
the community and with all our stakeholders to answer
any questions you may have.

Figure 3. Great Artesian Basin and other regional
aquifers water area map
Before allowing a resource or mining operation to start
in the Great Artesian Basin (GAB), the Queensland
Government conducts an in-depth assessment of its
potential impact on water users and the environment.
Resource operators are then required by law to monitor
bores near their operations and 'make good' any
negative impact on them. They must also report on
their water use, predicted and measured impacts, and
'make good' measures.
To apply for water from the unallocated water reserve
under the GABORA Plan, the Saint Elmo Project would
need to demonstrate that it was a project of regional
significance, as defined under the Plan and contribute
to the funding of capping and piping works.

Further information
If you would like further information on the Project, please:
•

Email saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au ; or

•

Freecall 1800 270 844; or

•

Visit https://www.mcres.com.au/saint-elmo-project

FACTSHEET
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ENVIRONMENTAL

Saint Elmo Project
December 2018

EPIC Environmental (Epic) are working with
Multicom Resources Limited (Multicom) on the
approvals process for the Saint Elmo Project,
including the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
The purpose of this Factsheet is to provide
information on the Project, the EIS and to respond to
questions raised by stakeholders.
1.

ARE YOU USING PROVEN TECHNOLOGY?

The process from mining to the final product (vanadium
pentoxide) is in three main parts.
i)
Strip or panel mining is similar to the method used
in bauxite mining, which has been operating in other
parts of Australia for more than 50 years and is well
suited to progressive rehabilitation. Topsoil is removed
and stockpiled nearby for use in rehabilitation.
ii) The exposed ore is excavated and washed with
water in a trommel, to separate the larger particles
(about 85%) from the finer clays (about 15%). The
larger particles and overburden are then returned to the
previously mined area, ready for rehabilitation.
iii) The finer clays are processed to extract vanadium.
Multicom’s engineering team is currently optimising the
processing options as part of the Prefeasibility Study.
Each of the processing circuits being considered are
proven technologies, which are in use across
numerous other successful resource operations
globally. The combination of these technologies for use
on the Saint Elmo Project is currently being tested and
validated by Multicom, to verify historical test work
previously successfully completed by others.
2.

HOW WILL DUST BE MANAGED SO IT DOES
NOT IMPACT SIGNIFICANTLY ON PEOPLE OR
THE ENVIRONMENT?

Epic has been undertaking environmental studies since
March 2017, including studies to understand the
current background levels of dust during a range of
weather conditions. This, combined with modelling of
how this year’s weather compares to other years, will
enable calculation of a baseline (or background) level

of dust for the area.
Management plans will then be developed as part of
the overall mine plan to minimise dust generation.
Plans include progressive rehabilitation, to minimise
open and unvegetated areas, and employ the use of
water trucks and other dust suppressants if required.
During construction and operations, ongoing
monitoring of dust generation will be carried out and
compared to the baseline or background levels. This is
to ensure the Project is not having an adverse impact
on the community.
3.

WHY IS A MINING COMPANY PUTTING SO
MUCH FOCUS ON THE JULIA CREEK
DUNNART?

The area surrounding the proposed Saint Elmo Project
is known to present historical habitat for the Julia
Creek Dunnart, a Vulnerable species under the
Commonwealth,
Environment
Protection
and
Biodiversity Conservation Act. Multicom will be
required to offset any impact it may have on viable
habitat for the species.
However, Multicom recognises that there are other
threats already facing the Julia Creek Dunnart,
including the prevalence of Prickly Acacia and other
pests in the region. Multicom intends on meeting the
legal requirements to offset impacted habitat to create
a net positive outcome in the control of Prickly Acacia.
This will be done through a coordinated approach
relying upon innovative research and local knowledge
and networks. This will benefit not only the Julia Creek
Dunnart, but also in returning the Mitchell Grass
Downs to their natural condition.

4.

HOW MUCH VANADIUM WILL THE PROJECT
PRODUCE?

The initial production of vanadium pentoxide (V2O5) is
initially targeted to be 10,000 tonnes per year.
While 10,000 tonnes per year might not sound like
much, the total annual global production of vanadium
pentoxide in 2017 was approximately 175,000 t, so the
Saint Elmo Project would be a significant global
producer.
Subject to market conditions, Multicom will consider
expanding the output capacity of the Saint Elmo Project
beyond the initial 10,000tpa.
5.

WERE ANY NEW SPECIES IDENTIFIED ON
THE PROJECT SITE IN THE NOVEMBER
ECOLOGICAL SURVEY?

Additional ecological surveys were carried out in
November 2018 to see if any additional species could
be identified at a different time of year. As well as
common species like the Australian Bustard, which
have been found previously, the survey identified two
new migratory species in the area - the Marsh
Sandpiper and the Oriental Plover. However, these
species do not breed in the area, and are therefore not
likely to be impacted.

6.

WHERE WILL PEOPLE LIVE AND WHAT
IMPACT WILL THAT HAVE ON JULIA
CREEK’S INFRASTRUCTURE?

It is currently estimated that there will be a construction
workforce of over 200 people, followed by an
operational workforce of more than 150 people for the
initial mine production of 10,000tpa.
Multicom are working with the McKinlay Shire Council
and relevant Government Departments to understand
the availability of existing and planned infrastructure in
Julia Creek to supply the necessary housing, water,
sewerage, hospital, educational and social services.
This will enable a Workforce Strategy to be developed
early in 2019.
7.

WILL I BE ABLE TO INVEST IN THE
COMPANY?

Multicom is currently a privately-owned Queensland
company. For anyone interested in further details in
how to invest in Multicom, please contact Multicom
directly via https://www.mcres.com.au/contact.
8.

HOW CERTAIN ARE YOU THAT THIS
PROJECT WILL GO AHEAD?

There are currently three phases of work underway for
the Project:
a. The approvals process, including preparation of
the EIS.
b. The final process design and pre-feasibility, which
will provide a cost estimate for the Project with a
greater degree of certainty.
c. Discussions with potential customers to finalise
agreements for the purchase of the final product.

Figure 1. Australian Bustard, Saint Elmo Station,
November 2018

Completion of all three phases of work are required to
enable Multicom to make a final investment decision.
This decision is commonly called financial close.

Further information
If you would like further information on the Project,
please:

Figure 2. Marsh Sandpiper, Saint Elmo Station,
November 2018

•

Email saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au ; or

•

Freecall 1800 270 844; or

•

Visit https://www.mcres.com.au/saint-elmo-project
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Epic Environmental Pty Ltd (Epic) are working with
Multicom Resources Limited (Multicom) on the
approvals process for the Saint Elmo Project (the
Project), including the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS).
PROJECT TIMING UPDATE

WATER STRATEGY UPDATE

Epic and Multicom have been working over the
summer period to finalise the technical studies which
are needed to complete the draft EIS, including a Social
Impact Assessment (SIA).

The November 2018 Newsletter confirmed that all
water requirements for the Project needed to be
sourced in a sustainable and integrated manner and
that the Great Artesian Basin (GAB) alone could not
achieve this.

The planned timetable for consultation on the EIS is:
•

February 2019 – Epic submits draft EIS to the
Government who will assess it against the Terms
of Reference and approve its release to the
public.

•

March 2019 – EIS released for 6-week
consultation period.

•

March 2019 – May 2019 – likely EIS consultation
period.

Based on this planned timing, both Epic and Multicom
will also be available to meet with members of the
community and with all stakeholders to answer any
questions you may have from late March onwards.
The information available as part of this consultation
will include:
•

An executive summary;

•

Summary chapters;

•

Technical reports and appendices; and

•

Factsheets, which will summarise the key
issues.

As these timings are finalised we will let you know.
However, if you have any questions in the meantime
please contact us by phone or email.

A Water Supply Strategy has been undertaken to
understand alternate sources of water including
current or proposed water sources in the region. This
strategy also considered options which may have
broader potential benefits to Julia Creek and
surrounding communities, including other potential
users in the North West Minerals Province. Details will
be confirmed following additional studies.
At the same time, Multicom’s engineering team have
assessed the processing options to improve the
efficiencies of water use where possible.
Currently, both pressure leaching and heap leaching
processes are being considered, with both options
addressed in the EIS.
Water access is a key issue for the Project and
Multicom are continuing to work with McKinlay Shire
Council and the State Government on options to
ensure this vital resource is available to the Project, but
in a sustainable way which does not impact other users
in the region.

CHANGE IN TRANSPORT PLANS
A detailed study has been carried out to assess the
transport options for the Project, including:
•

Impact on road traffic and road maintenance from
all road uses;

•

Options for transport of materials, final product and
the workforce to and from the site;

•

Consideration of impacts on available airports and
Port of Townsville facilities;

•

Construction specific impacts; and

•

Potential to use rail for transport of consumables
and the finished product to and from the site and
the Port of Townsville.

Multicom have been working with Queensland Rail and
the Department of Transport and Main Roads to review
options for the placement of a new rail siding, with the
proposed location resulting in a zero-vehicle impact on
the public road network as all loading and unloading of
process chemical reagents and finished product will
occur within the site.
However, construction of this new rail line from the
Northern Rail Line to the Project site will require an
additional rail level crossing (Figure 2). This level
crossing is located on the eastern boundary of the site.
All vehicles travelling from the east along Flinders
Highway to site will cross this rail level crossing.

During both the construction and operations phases,
staff will be encouraged to use a bus service to and
from the site to minimise traffic on the highway and
driver fatigue after the day’s work.
Prior to undertaking this study, it was planned to use
the road network for all material movements. However,
while the product volume is small, the volume of other
materials required (such as chemical reagents) meant
that the option to use rail was re-visited. It is now
planned that the rail network be used for the transport
of all chemical reagents and fuel to the site and the
finished product between the site and the Port of
Townsville.
This demonstrates the value of completing these
studies as part of the EIS process, in that detailed
alternatives can be reviewed and the best possible
outcome for all stakeholders can be established.

New Rail Level
Crossing

Existing Rail
Level Crossing

Source: QGlobe 2018
Julia
Creek

Figure 2: Proposed Railway Level Crossing at Site

There will still be some vehicles bringing materials to
site, such as plant parts and tyres, but this is now up to
a few truck movements per day. With the incorporation
of rail, the movement of heavy vehicles along the
Flinders Highway to and from the site has been further
reduced. To facilitate site access, a new intersection
will be constructed on the Flinders Highway, allowing
direct site access.
A Transport and Traffic Management Plan will be
established to ensure the safe travel of all personnel to
and from site and the effective and efficient use of
heavy vehicles.

Further information
If you would like further information on the Project, please:

Figure 1: Existing Railway Crossing Flinders Highway
(east facing)

•

Email saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au ; or

•

Freecall 1800 270 844; or

•

Visit https://www.mcres.com.au/saint-elmo-project
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Epic Environmental Pty Ltd (Epic) are working with Multicom
Resources Limited (Multicom) on the approvals process for
the Saint Elmo Project (the Project), including the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

NORTH WEST FLOODS

EIS PROGRESS

The flooding in the North West region in February 2019
has been truly devastating. Impacted communities and
particularly graziers have been in the thoughts of all
those involved in the Saint Elmo Project.

On 15 February 2019, Epic submitted the draft EIS
including the Social Impact Assessment (SIA) to the
Government who will assess it against the Terms of
Reference and ultimately, approve its release to the
public. Based on this submission date, it is expected that
the EIS will be released for a 6-week public consultation
period from mid to late April 2019.

Multicom has been in contact with landholders and the
McKinlay Shire Council offering any assistance with the
significant task that lies ahead.
While our short-term plans for February obviously
changed, consideration was given to whether further
trips should be postponed. Through our continued
engagement, we have determined that the best
contribution we can make to the affected communities
at this time is to continue to complete our field works
and consultation over the coming months. During these
trips we will be sourcing as many goods and services
locally as possible, spending money in the local
community and continuing on the pathway for regional
economic diversification.
Upcoming trips include:
•

March – Fieldworks;

•

March / April – Landholder and Council Meetings;

•

April / May – Community Consultation; and

•

May / June – Government Site Visit.

We will continue to seek to identify ways in which we can
support the communities of the North West at this time.

Figure 1: EIS Submitted February 2019

If there are any particular issues you would like Epic and
Multicom to focus on during this consultation period,
please contact us by phone (Freecall 1800 270 844) or
email (saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au), so we
can ensure we include answers to your questions in the
consultation materials.

WATER UPDATE
Flooding
While the Mitchell Grass Downs are relatively flat, the
Project is located on and named after the Saint Elmo
Anticline. While it only has gentle slopes, this Anticline is
the highest point in the local landscape. This geology has
created the resource for the Saint Elmo Project and
provides the site with some protection against floods
which occur in the region.
In the flooding event of February 2019, while over
500 mm of rain occurred, the peak three-day total at
Julia Creek Airport was 350 mm. The probability of this
amount of rain occurring within 72 hours is classed as a
1 in 200 year event.
As the Project area is in an area known to be affected by
major floods, the water management infrastructure for
the Project has been planned accordingly. While
operations would have shut down for a short period, the
main water management structures would be designed
to withstand the recent events.
Water Management
The water management infrastructure at the Project is
separated into three categories:
•

Clean Water: surface water diverted around or
through the Project without mixing with dirty or
mine water (e.g. runoff from rehabilitated areas and
raw water supply).

•

Dirty Water: water generated from runoff of
disturbed areas such as, waste rock dumps,
hardstand, roads and new rehabilitation. Dirty
water is mostly contaminated by sediment.

•

Mine/Process Water: this includes water used or
affected by mining activities, such as; pit water,
processing water, and any surface water in contact
with these waters.

Clean Water
To divert clean water around the site, a Levee will be
constructed on Horse Creek. This Levee will be designed
for a 1 in 1,000 year event.
Under existing conditions, the baseline flood
assessment indicated for Flinders Highway at the Horse
Creek crossing, the flood depths for the 1 in 10 year and

1 in 100 year events are up to 1 m and 2 m, respectively.
Without the Project, the Flinders Highway is already not
trafficable during existing floods. While construction of
the Levee will change the flooding behaviour
immediately south of the Project and upstream along
Horse Creek, the increase to flood levels due to the
Levee will not cause further impacts on the use of
Flinders Highway. A qualitative assessment of the
February 2019 rainfall event confirmed this.
Dirty Water
Sediment dams, designed to contain dirty water, would
have overflowed during recent events, as they are
typically designed to do, based on only releasing
sediment and no other contaminants.
Mine/Process Water
One of the Mine/Process Water structures which holds
contaminated water is designed for a 1 in 100 year wet
season of up to 800 mm. Based on the completion of
standard management practices, this Waste Storage
facility would have been empty prior to the
commencement of the wet season, as required to
prevent overflow in an event such as that in February
2019.
The other significant dams have been designed to safely
withstand a 1 in 1,000-year event and therefore would
not have failed during the recorded event.

Further information
If you would like further information on the Project,
please:
•

Email saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au; or

•

Freecall 1800 270 844; or

•

Visit https://www.mcres.com.au/saint-elmo-project
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Epic Environmental Pty Ltd (Epic) are working with Multicom
Resources Limited (Multicom) on the approvals process for
the Saint Elmo Project (the Project), including the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

PROJECT TIMELINE

Multicom and Epic Environmental have been consulting with
stakeholders across the North West region since 2017, and has
continued to ramp up during the development of the EIS.
This consultation has played an important part in identifying
concerns and opportunities. The discussions from ongoing
consultation have been used to inform the Social Impact
Assessment (SIA) to ensure concerns are highlighted and
addressed, ensuring that any negative impacts are dealt with
through effective mitigation and management measures. The
main opportunities and potential issues raised were:
• Opportunities for direct employment for the local
community;
• Opportunities for indirect revenue for local businesses;
• Opportunities for social and economic enhancement of the
area;
• Potential increases in dust and other air emissions;
• Quantity of water required, source of water and impact on
neighbouring users;
• Potential impact of traffic on the Flinders Highway; and
• Potential social impacts as a result of people moving to Julia
Creek.

Figure 1: Indicative Project Timeline

REGIONAL CONSULTATION
The Project will provide significant economic benefits to the
region, help diversify the regional economy, and through direct
and indirect employment will provide job opportunities for
communities across the North West of Queensland. As the
materials will be imported and exported on the transportation
corridor between Townsville and the Project site, the economic
impact has the potential to extend through not only Mount Isa,
Cloncurry, McKinlay and Richmond but also to Flinders,
Charters Towers and Townsville (Figure 2).

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Throughout all phases of the Project, Multicom will seek to
preferentially employ a local workforce. To do this, Multicom
will implement a workforce management plan to:
• Promote equitable access to Project employment for local
residents;
• Employ and develop a skilled workforce which includes
McKinlay Shire residents, residents from neighbouring
Shires, and people who would like to move to the region;
• Support workforce participation in the Julia Creek
community; and
• Minimise the potential for antisocial or disruptive
workforce behaviour in the community, as a result of the
Project.

Figure 1: Regional Project Catchment

Based on the known demographics of the region, it is expected
that 75 percent of the workforce will be able to be sourced from
Options 1 or 2 below and will largely be able to reside in their
own homes. Up to 25 percent of the workforce will be sourced
from outside the region. Recruitment will prioritise:
1. Julia Creek and McKinlay Shire residents who are within a
commute time of one hour;
2. Residents of Cloncurry, Richmond and Mount Isa who will
require accommodation between shifts but who will be
able to either Drive-In Drive-Out or Bus-In Bus-Out (to
minimise traffic and fatigue) at the end of a shift rotation;
3. People from other regions who are willing to move to Julia
Creek; and then
4. Fly-In Fly-Out for workers who cannot be sourced from any
of the above.
Facilitating the construction workforce and also the need for
overnight accommodation for workers who live outside of Julia
Creek, will require construction of a Workforce
Accommodation Village. Multicom is working with McKinlay
Shire Council to establish the appropriate layout and location of
the facility, and ensuring there are adequate utilities (power,
water, sewerage).

OPPORTUNITIES FOR BUSINESSES

The Project will provide opportunities for local and regional
businesses to participate in its supply chain, contributing to
business sustainability and growth, indirect employment and
economic development in the McKinlay Local Government Area
and throughout the Project catchment.
Multicom will develop a ‘Buy Local Plan’ during the preconstruction phase to ensure both construction and operation
maximise opportunities for local, regional and catchment and
businesses. This plan will:
• Maximise local awareness of the Project’s supply
opportunities and build relationships with local businesses;
• Provide the framework for full, fair, and reasonable
opportunity for local and regional businesses to participate
in the supply chain; and
• Align major contracts and contractors to the Project’s Buy
Local Plan.

Further information
If you would like further information on the Project, please:
•

Email saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au; or

•

Freecall 1800 270 844; or

•

Visit https://www.mcres.com.au/saint-elmo-project
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Epic Environmental Pty Ltd (Epic) are working with Multicom
Resources Limited (Multicom) on the approvals process for
the Saint Elmo Project (the Project), including the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

REGIONAL EVENTS
In addition to formal consultation on the Saint Elmo Project,
Multicom and Epic are attending events throughout the North
West Region over April, May, June and July. This is providing a
great opportunity for the Project team to be able to informally
talk to people across the region, and where possible, support
major events which provide an economic boost for the local
economy.

April
As well as sponsoring the 25th Dirt and Dust Festival, Multicom
CEO, Shaun McCarthy, took on the South32 Julia Creek Senior
Triathlon. Shaun described the triathlon as being one of the
hardest races he’s ever done – with the hot conditions, a brutal
headwind and all those pesky flies. On behalf of Multicom,
congratulations to the Dirt n Dust team for a fantastic event in
its 25th year.

Figure 2: Early Morning Preparations
(Picture courtesy of Julia Creek Campdraft Facebook Page)

On 30 May, MineX, outback Queensland’s premier mining expo
kicks off in Mount Isa. Multicom CEO, Shaun McCarthy will be
presenting on the Saint Elmo Project at the Department of State
Development’s MineX Industrial Breakfast. Both Multicom and
Epic will then have booth’s at the expo, so drop in and see the
team and get the latest updates on the project.

June
On 5 June, Epic Environmental will present an update on the
Project to the Townsville Enterprise Mining and Resources
Industry Forum.

July
Multicom CEO, Shaun McCarthy, will present to the Mining and
Energy Services Council Project Briefing and Networking event
in Townsville on 22 July.
Figure 1: End of the Swim Leg
(Picture credit: Queensland Country Life)

May
With the Julia Creek Campdraft going ahead despite the recent
flooding, Multicom was proud to provide sponsorship to the
event. Congratulations to the event organisers and all
participants in what was a great three days of competition and
community (Figure 2).

ONGOING BASELINE STUDIES
In February 2019, Epic submitted the draft EIS including the
Social Impact Assessment (SIA) to the Government who are
assessing it against the Terms of Reference. Based on
preliminary comments and development of Multicom’s Prefeasibility Study for the Project, Epic are providing additional
details on water and waste, prior to release for public
consultation. The 6-week public consultation period is now
expected to be later in 2019. This does not affect the overall
project timeline with construction still expected to commence
in 2020, ahead of first vanadium production in 2021.

Additionally, in May, Epic has undertaken soil studies across the
mine lease area (MLA100162). These studies will help describe
soil variability, chemical and physical properties, and
relationships between soil, landform and vegetation.
Understanding the different soil types and how the erosion
rates for these vary, will help inform the management
strategies for stripping, stockpiling and rehabilitation practices
for the Project.

While the EIS is being finalised, Epic are continuing to conduct
regular surface and groundwater monitoring studies with
monitoring carried out in March and May 2019 (see details also
in Factsheet: Saint Elmo Project Baseline Studies).
While normally there are very limited surface water features
available within the Project area, during the March 2019
sampling, the team was able to sample from all five of the
monitoring points, which is normally not possible:
•

Flinders River,

•

Julia Creek,

•

Spellary Creek,

•

Alick Creek, and

•

A dam located within the Project area.

The Project has five monitoring bores intersecting the water
table installed across the Project area. While historically only
one bore provided water samples, even post February 2019
flood, the sampling team found that bores had temporarily
recharged and quickly discharged again by late March with only
one bore yielding water during the sampling event.

Figure 4: Soil Sampling, Saint Elmo Station, May 2019

The Epic team spent five days in the field undertaking this
detailed sampling (Figure 3 and Figure 4). The laboratory results
will be available in around a months’ time and will be
incorporated into the EIS.

Further information
If you would like further information on the Project, please:

Figure 3: Soil Sampling, Saint Elmo Station, May 2019

•

Email saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au; or

•

Freecall 1800 270 844; or

•

Visit https://www.mcres.com.au/saint-elmo-project
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Epic Environmental Pty Ltd (Epic) are working with Multicom
Resources Limited (Multicom) on the approvals process for
the Saint Elmo Project (the Project), including the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

Over recent months, while the EIS is being finalised, Multicom have been working on a number of complementary activities which
will enhance the sustainability of the Saint Elmo Project and the Australian battery storage sector.

PROJECT OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE
In July 2019, the Queensland Department of Natural Resources
Mines and Energy (DNRME) has determined that the Saint Elmo
Project is a Project of Regional Significance under the Water
Plan (Gulf) 2007.
This is an important milestone for the Project as it allows
Multicom to apply for a water entitlement from the unallocated
strategic reserve from the Flinders River sub catchment. While
it does not guarantee this entitlement will be granted, eligibility
to apply is a key cornerstone of the Project’s water supply
strategy.
To achieve this status, the Project had to demonstrate the
benefits it would bring to the region, particularly diversifying
the regional economy through direct and indirect employment
opportunities. This was successfully demonstrated, not only in
the Shire of McKinlay, where the project is located, but across
the economic catchment from Mount Isa to Townsville.
Multicom will be seeking to harvest some of this water from the
Flinders River, whilst meeting environmental flow and water
allocation security objectives. The water is proposed to be
stored in a 10 GL dam near the Flinders River and pumped to
the mine lease area.
Options to capture and use water onsite are also being
considered to supplement this supply.

Figure 1: Map of Gulf Water Plan Area

SOUTHERN GULF NRM- MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Southern Gulf Natural Resource Management (SG NRM) is a
community-based not-for-profit organisation tasked with
providing sustainable natural resource management services in
the southern Gulf of Carpentaria region of Queensland.
Multicom and SG NRM have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding which will see the two organisations collaborate
to explore potential opportunities for Julia Creek Dunnart
biodiversity offset and conservation outcomes associated with
the Saint Elmo Project.
Through this collaboration, Multicom will to draw upon the
significant experience of SG NRM in the areas of weed and pest
management and land management practices, which may
contribute to the ongoing benefit of the Project and Julia Creek
Dunnart and its habitat.

This collaboration will include:
Offset strategies for the Julia Creek Dunnart (Sminthopsis
douglasi) within the Project area and more broadly;
Review and input into Multicom’s Draft Offsets Strategy,
consistent with SG NRM strategic outcomes;
Provide input into potential ecological surveys and/or
programs to improve habitat for Julia Creek Dunnart;
Provide advice regarding threatening processes to Julia
Creek Dunnart; and
Advise on land management practices relevant for Julia
Creek Dunnart, such as Prickly Acacia management and
control, feral species management and general ongoing
liaison and support.

•
•
•
•
•

Figure 2: Prickly Acacia near Julia Creek

FUTURE BATTERIES CRC
With the increased uptake of renewables, battery technology is
transforming the way energy is stored and deployed. Australia
is well placed to play a leadership role in making the most of
these changes. It has all the components necessary for modern
battery technology, including lithium, nickel, cobalt,
manganese, aluminium, vanadium, and rare earth metals and
graphite. It has a world class resources sector and research
institutions, specialist manufacturing capability, and a highly
capable workforce.
The Australian Government has committed $25 million to
support the development of the Future Battery Industries
Cooperative Research Centres (CRC) Program. The CRC is also
supported by commitments of $28 million in cash and $82
million in kind commitment from industry, government and
research partners.

The CRC will generate knowledge that will expand Australia’s
competitive advantages, support research-based policies and
help build the necessary skills for emerging battery industries.
It will also support the development of hubs and precincts of
globally competitive battery industries. The industry-focused
research partnership will involve 58 industry, government and
research partners.
Multicom, as a core member, is the FBI CRC Queensland
industry representative. Multicom’s Nathan Cammerman, said
the research centre sends a clear signal to our international
partners, and the broader global market, that when it comes to
raw material supply, battery technology development and its
subsequent manufacture and deployment, Australia is clearly
open for business.

Further information
If you would like further information on the Project, please:
•

Email saintelmo@epicenvironmental.com.au; or

•

Freecall 1800 270 844; or

•

Visit https://www.mcres.com.au/saint-elmo-project

